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While teaching farmers of 
tomorrow, the student-run 
Institute of Agriculture’s 
VOLunteer Supported 
Agriculture (VSA) Program 
stocks refrigerators in homes 
and tables at homeless shelters 
with a cornucopia of fruits and 
vegetables.

The program’s enthusiasts do 
not only deliver farm-to-table 
goodness, they also believe in 
the communal spirit of farming. 
The packinghouse, which was 
largely funded by the Alliance 
Giving Circle, offers a sanitary 
landing spot for heirloom 
harvest to be packed. But more 
than that, “it is an educational, 
research and outreach hub for 
students, researchers, farmers 
and community members,” said 
VSA Coordinator Samantha 
Flowers.

“There is not a single day 
during the farming season that 
the student interns and I did 
not utilize the packinghouse. 
Before the internship, none of 
the crew knew anything about 
food safety, little about proper 
storage methods and nothing 
about what constituted a 
good packinghouse. Now they 
know what state-of-the-art 
packinghouse design looks like.

“It’s a communal hub—one that 
is inspiring a community.”

More than 4,200 
Alliance of Women 
Philanthropists 
members have 
committed 
1,193,093,280$ to UT.

Next Generation Farming



2017 Annual Report



2017 Annual Report

CSI teams of college students from across the country 
gather every summer in Oak Ridge to sift through 
crime scenes that mimic real life.

The three-week collegiate academy—the National 
Forensic Academy Collegiate Program—is a condensed 
version of the -10week academy completed by law 
enforcement professionals each year.

Hosted by the UT Law Enforcement Innovation Center 
and designed in part by UT Martin, the handson crash-
course in fingerprinting, blood spatter analysis, crime 
scene investigation, DNA analysis and anthropology 
had a maximum enrollment of 28 students for the 2017 
class. And every seat was filled with another dozen 
names on the waiting list.

Students from California, Illinois, Nebraska, 
Connecticut, Utah, Wyoming and other areas joined 
those from Tennessee to complete the elite academy 
that will put them ahead of their fellow criminal justice 
graduates.

“I will have more training than the normal person 
would (when applying for jobs), so this will definitely 
set me apart,” said Melanie Allen, one of seven UT 
Martin students to complete the academy, who has 
been enamored with forensic science since she was 5, 
when “I walked in and my parents were watching ‘CSI’ 
and I said, ‘I’m going to do that.’ I’ve stuck with it ever 
since.”
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